
As part of this, we are really keen to boost our 
engagement and collaboration with residents as 
well as wider community stakeholders, using your 
feedback to help shape our plans for the future of 
Meon Vale to make them the best they can be.

This exhibition explains what we are proposing, 
gives a flavour of some of the other ideas we have 
for the outdoor spaces and facilities within the 
village, and how we are planning to work with the 
community to take these forward.

We’d be really grateful if you could take some 
time to read through our information, speak to a 
member of the team and to tell us what you think!

Feedback forms are available at this event  
and you can also contact us via our website at: 
www.meonvale.co.uk

If you would like to share your comments,  
please complete and return your feedback form 
by Monday 4 October.

St. Modwen is committed to making Meon Vale an 
even better place to live, work and thrive.  Since 
the start of this year, we’ve been working on some 
exciting plans for the village’s outside spaces, as well 
as thinking about how we work with the community 
to help further improve the facilities here.

 Invite feedback on St. Modwen’s 
proposals for the new playground 
area we are committed to delivering

Explain the improvements we 
are making to the woodland and 
village’s green open spaces, as well 
as explore how we can work with 
volunteers within the community to 
deliver further enhancements
 

Explore residents’ preferences for 
additional community facilities and 
initiatives, including the potential for 
a new shared remote working space

Establish where there is an appetite 
from local people and businesses 
to volunteer and contribute to help 
deliver some of the longer term 
initiatives

In summary, this consultation aims to:

Welcome



Playgrounds
As part of the overall development at Meon Vale, 
St. Modwen has a commitment to delivering two 
new play spaces – one each designed to suit 
younger and older children.

One of the key elements of the design we’ve 
updated is the location of the playgrounds, to 
address feedback and our principles of play, 
community and nature.

We have located these closer to the village but 
also to reduce the impact on the woodland 
by using an area currently occupied by 
hardstanding and a redundant substation.

Responding to feedback

Wherever possible, play areas 
will use a surfaced area to 
minimise impact on wildlife and 
maximise opportunities to enhance 
biodiversity across the site

The new location retains natural 
surveillance, being visible from  
the greenway, residential areas  
and within walking distances from 
the village

 The impact on the woodland is 
reduced – with the scheme designed 
around existing trees so any 
felling would only be as a result of 
necessary maintenance

Previous
proposed  
location

Proposed
woodland
play area

Existing
play area

To help us shape the vision for the playgrounds, we 
ran a short survey earlier this year asking residents 
for their thoughts, ideas and comments about what 
people would like to see included in the new proposals.

We were delighted with the positive and enthusiastic 
feedback received, which included:

  A preference for play equipment to be built from 
natural materials

  Incorporating the theme of ‘exploration’ into the 
area for younger children

  Ensuring that play areas are accessible in wetter, 
winter weather

  A desire to see different climbing equipment in the 
area for older children

  A strong consensus to include sensory elements in 
the designs

  Minimising disturbance to the woodland and 
limiting any impact on nature and wildlife

These comments have been invaluable in helping 
inform the final emerging designs that you can see 
here today, and which we’ll be submitting formally to 
Stratford-on-Avon District Council later this year.



The drawing below shows the proposed layout of the 
new play spaces, together with images illustrating 
the types of indicative equipment we are looking into 
include. The design proposals include sensory swathes 
throughout, with the younger children’s play area 
leading to a larger woodland play area to the south 
for older children.
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Playgrounds
The playgrounds have been designed to cater for all 
age groups and abilities, as community-led spaces 
and to encourage access to nature. 

We would welcome any comments and feedback on 
the proposed location, designs and play equipment.

Sensory swathes Woodland play

The woodland play area will be an exciting 
playground where children can have fun, 
climb and travel on a zipline, which was one 
of the most requested items from our initial 
consultation feedback.

The proposals will include play equipment  
and climbing frames for all ages and abilities, 
and will also include an accessible roundabout 
and swings. 

The use of planting and decision to incorporate 
sensory play equipment further responds to the 
positive and enthusiastic feedback for sensory 
garden features.

All of the play equipment would be designed to 
use natural materials where possible, while we 
are also aiming to reduce the need for man-
made surfacing where we can.

The sensory swathes consist of a “play on the way” 
walk through landscape, with play elements set within 
the natural landscape.

The aim of new sensory planting and wildflower 
swathes will encourage children and families to explore 
the woodland and connect with nature. 

Some equipment being considered includes  
sensory flowers and drums, slides, swings and 
climbing frames.

We are also exploring the potential to add a wildlife 
discovery trail, which could extend beyond the 
playground and through the woodlands and wider site.



Woodland & green 
open spaces

St. Modwen is committed to making some 
enhancements ourselves, and we also want to work 
with the community and local organisations to bring 
forward other opportunities.  Lots of people told us 
they were keen to get involved themselves through  
a new woodland working group – please get in touch 
with us for further details about this.

Our survey earlier this year helped to underscore 
how important the village’s woodland and grassland 
areas are to the community at Meon Vale.  We 
received lots of really enthusiastic responses about 
how we could improve the village’s  
green open spaces.

Our commitments 

One of the options we’re exploring is for the woodland 
to be managed and maintained by a specialist third 
party or charity.

We’ve been holding discussions with The Heart  
of England Forest and Warwickshire Wildlife Trust  
for example.

We’ll keep you updated about this but would be keen 
to hear your views. Please ask one of the team if you 
are interested to find out more.

Woodland management plan

The improvements we’ve already committed 
to making to the green open spaces at  
Meon Vale include: 

Maximising biodiversity through 
woodland management such 
as newly planted woodland and 
wildflowers

Restoring grassland through less 
frequent mowing

Designing and managing the 
wetland area as a nature park, 
adding new habitats and pathways

Installing and monitoring bat boxes 
in the woodland

Enhancing streams and ditches 
across the site



We will need residents, the woodland working group 
and the wider community to take responsibility for 
these.  The St. Modwen team could work with you to 
secure funding and help take them forward.

Please take a look at the options below and let us 
know through our feedback form which initiatives you 
would most like to see:

Woodland & green 
open spaces

 Additional woodland management to 
improve habitats and enhance wildlife

 Installing new nest boxes, feeders, bird 
cameras, bat boxes and insect hotels

 Converting the horse paddock into a 
managed species-rich grassland area

Outdoor learning facilities and bird hides 
in the wetland area

Adding new signage and information 
boards throughout the site

 Creating nature trails and/or sculpture 
trails, potentially supported by maps, 
digital apps or podcasts

 Planting an orchard to be used and 
managed by the community

 Enhancing habitats through improving  
ponds, adding rock features, and retaining 
deadwood piles

Working with specialist ecologists and taking on 
board feedback from residents, we’ve identified  
a number of other longer-term opportunities  
for further biodiversity improvements  
that are possible at Meon Vale.  



As part of our strategy for developing the 
amenities at Meon Vale, we have been 
exploring opportunities to provide a new 
remote working facility.

Community hall workspace

Last year we consulted with some residents about  
this. Most people at the time said they worked from 
home for part of the week and that having access  
to a workstation with a desk and a meeting room 
would be useful. 

With Covid-19 restrictions now easing, we want to 
know if the community would still like this type  
of facility on site, or if people’s priorities have  
since changed.

Remote work 
facility

The plan below shows one potential option we’re 
considering in the community hall.  

This could include improvements to the 
community hall alongside new work spaces, 
offices and meeting rooms.

Please note that these plans are just indicative at 
this stage and no firm decision has been taken yet. 

However, we would love to hear what you think 
about the proposals. 

Do you think you would use the workspace?   
If so, how often would you use it?  Do you like the 
central location in the village?

Do you think the workspace would work well 
alongside the community hall?

Let us know by filling in a feedback form.
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As the community at Meon Vale continues to grow, 
the Meon Vale Management Company and other 
community groups will take on more responsibility 
across the village.

As part of our consultation we want to identify  
key initiatives but also volunteers to help take  
them forward.

Throughout this year, St. Modwen and groups 
involved at Meon Vale have been engaging with 
the community to explain this and understand the 
aspirations of residents.

Looking forward, we want to develop a strategy 
to determine the future use and management of 
the wider community assets for the benefit of the 
community – this could include the community hall, 
pavilion, sports pitches and possibly the leisure centre.

We have a long list of ideas for other initiatives and 
services that could potentially be brought forward 
at Meon Vale – you can see these on the boards 
available at this exhibition.
 

The Future  
of Meon Vale

We’d love to know what you think about 
these ideas.

What do you think the community would 
benefit from, and which would you value 
the most?

Please take some stickers and put them 
next to the initiatives you would most like 
to see at Meon Vale.

If you’ve any suggestions about how the 
community and local businesses or other 
organisations could take responsibility for 
and deliver some of these ideas, please 
let us know!



Listed below are some ideas and initiatives that being considered at Meon Vale.  
Please place your stickers next to the ones you would most like to see in each of the four separate categories.

Community Services & Education

Post Office Neighbourhood Watch

Advice Services Charity Work

Social Services Toy Library

Community Reception Book Library

Swap Shop Outdoor Games Equipment

After School / Pre School 
Childcare services 

Mental Health Support 
and Advice Services

Fund Raising Party Facilities

Online Accessibility Hot Food Takeaway

Online Shopping Parcel 
Drop Off Facility Community Pub

Music Learning Restaurants 

Community Market

Environment & Sustainability

Car Share Services EV Charging Points

Pool Car Woodland Management 

Bicycle Hire Wildlife/Nature Watch 

Bicycle Storage Gardening Group 

Community Events

Community Events Allotments

Music Events Faith Events

Performing Arts Film Nights

Park Run Woodland Activities

Sports and Fitness 
Clubs / Events Gaming

Health Related Activities  
(e.g. Healthy Eating/Slimming) Family Events

Community Café Arts and Crafts 

Day Trips Scouting and Guiding Groups 

Meeting Neighbours Community Pub/Social Club 

Business Services

Social Enterprise Improved Links with 
the Business Park 

Remote Working - 
Desks and Meeting Rooms Apprenticeships

Skills Share Services Training Activities

Small Business Spaces Bicycle Repair 

Meon Vale Trade Directory
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